
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



THE PROGRESS OF THE CLASSICAL INVESTIGATION: 
STUDIES IN CONTENT 



By W. L. Cass, Mason D. Gray, W. V. McDuffee, Andrew F. West 



The Classical Investigation now being conducted by the 
American Classical League with the support of the General 
Education Board has developed very rapidly since the original 
announcement in the October number of the Classical Journal. 
Its ramifications have become so numerous and the number of 
collaborators so extensive that it is impossible in the present 
article to do justice to all of its phases. Accordingly this survey 
will be limited to a description of the content studies now under 
way in connection with the investigation. 

It will be recalled that in the Preliminary Report the question 
is raised in connection with each objective, "What measures 
should be taken as to content, method and preparation of teachers 
to secure a better attainment of that particular objective?" It 
has been obvious from the beginning that without waiting for 
the completion and analysis of the tests to furnish evidence there 
were certain content studies and inquiries needed to supply the 
basis for a more scientific attack upon some of the objectives and 
thus provide the data necessary to enable teachers or textbook 
writers to emphasize those particular objectives which seem 
especially desirable for the various school communities. In per- 
suance of that purpose content studies are now in progress relating 
to the vocabulary, syntax and inflections to be taught and the 
authors to be read. 

One of the content studies is being conducted by Dr. E. L. 
Thorndike of the Teachers' College, Columbia University. Its 
purpose is to determine what Latin vocabulary is most important 
for the purpose of interpreting the largest number of English 
words derived from Latin, both those that are presumably familiar 
to the pupils at the point where the study of Latin is begun, and 
those that are unfamiliar. The only scientific way of determining 
this is by a word count analagous to that conducted by Dr. 
Lodge on the relative value of Latin words on the basis of fre- 
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quency of occurrence in the Latin authors read. The German 
"Thesaurus" represents another very ambitious project of this 
type. With the cooperation of Dr. Thorndike the committee 
hopes to determine the 25,000 words most important in the Eng- 
lish language by means of a word count based upon Encyclopedia 
Britannica and contemporary books and magazines. The prob- 
lem will involve the counting of the occurrences in about three 
million running words. 

The work is organized in such a way that each collaborator 
has fifteen installments to analyze, each requiring about two hours 
work. About two hundred teachers are now engaged in this 
enterprise. Dr. A. S. Perkins, of the Dorchester High School, 
Boston, Dr. Arthur W. Howes of the Central High School, Phila- 
delphia, and Dr. Clyde R. Jeffords of the Newton High School, 
New York City, are the representatives of the committee in organ- 
izing this enterprise. With the exception of one group located in 
Kansas City and a few individual teachers in different parts of 
the country the collaborators all reside within a short distance of 
New York City. New York City is undertaking to furnish a 
quota of 100, Philadelphia of 60, Boston of 40, and New York 
State outside of New York City 50. It is hoped that this count 
will be completed by April. 

Another group of teachers centering around Indiana Univer- 
sity under the direction of Professor Stout, head of the department 
of Latin, and of Dr. H. L. Smith, head of the department of Edu- 
cation, is already at work analyzing the results of this study. 
Assuming that the 10,000 words in Dr. Thorndike's "Word Book," 
already published, will in any case fall within the first 25,000, 
graduate students are now analyzing this material to determine 
what the Latin words are that explain the largest number of 
English derivatives and to determine the relative proportion of 
Anglo-Saxon, Latin and Greek in each successive thousand. As 
the new material is provided by Dr. Thorndike's study, this 
analysis will continue. 

A necessary corollary of this problem is the determination of 
which of these English words are probably familiar to a pupil 
beginning Latin at the seventh or eighth or ninth grade and there- 
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University of Wisconsin with the aid of three graduate students 
and about one hundred and fifty collaborating teachers each of 
whom is analyzing in detail the actual Latin occurring in a con- 
temporary book or magazine. 

Closely associated with this study is another also being directed 
by Miss Sabin with the assistance of about one hundred collabora- 
tors for the purpose of determining the extent and relative fre- 
quency of references to classical ideas in contemporary books 
and magazines. 

Dr. B. R. Buckingham and W. L. Coxe of Ohio State Univer- 
sity are initiating another content study in the field of spelling for 
the purpose of determining what Latin words will assist most in 
encouraging correct spelling of the English words derived from 
Latin. They are also compiling a list of the actual English words 
most susceptible to assistance in this respect. 

In the field of syntax a very important content study is now 
in progress under the combined direction of Dr. W. W. Charters 
of the Carnegie Institute of Technology, Pittsburgh, and Dr. Evan 
T. Sage, head of the Latin department of the University of Pitts- 
burgh. This study involves an analysis of the grammatical errors 
made by high school pupils in connection with tests given previ- 
ously by Dr. Charters and similar tests being given in the course 
of this investigation. It is hoped that this inquiry will provide 
the data necessary to enable teachers who wish to emphasize 
this aspect of their work to make a much more valuable contri- 
bution to the pupils' mastery of English grammar than has here- 
tofore been possible. 

Several content studies dealing with the larger aspects of the 
Latin course are under way. The committee desires to open up 
afresh the entire question as to the content of the course as a 
whole. A group of about fifty men and women has been invited 
to study this problem, and, using to the fullest extent the results 
of the tests under way, to prepare for submission to the Committee 
early next year their well considered judgment as to what should 
be the first connected Latin reading in the course, when it should 
be begun, and what Latin authors and how much should be read 
during each year of the four-year and six-year courses in Latin. 
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by furnish an apperceptive basis for learning the Latin vocabulary, 
and what words are probably unfamiliar at the same points and 
thereby furnish the proper material for study by Latin pupils. 
It is obvious, for example, that the Latin element in English is 
relatively far more important from the pedagogical point of view 
at the beginning of the seventh, eighth or ninth grades than it is 
in the English language as a whole, since a large proportion of the 
Anglo-Saxon element has already been mastered during the earlier 
years. 

Another content study closely related to this is the construc- 
tion of a derivative lexicon by the teachers of Chicago and vicinity 
under the direction of Professors Charles H. Beeson and Arthur J. 
Bonner of the University of Chicago and A. W. Smalley of the 
Hyde Park High School, Chicago. The new English Oxford 
Dictionary is the basis for this study. It has been divided up 
into convenient sections and about one hundred teachers will 
make a thorough analysis of the entire dictionary. The results 
of this cooperative study will be organized in the form of a lexicon 
with the Latin words arranged alphabetically, and all of the Eng- 
lish derivatives from each word listed beneath it. It is hoped to 
combine with this material the results of Dr. Thorndike's study 
and to have the Latin element in the 25,000 words indicated by 
special type. This analysis will also include the Greek element. 
Incidentally, we shall have as a result of this study the first authori- 
tative analysis of the elements entering into the English language. 

Another content study involving vocabulary is also under way 
at Wisconsin under the direction of Dr. V. A. C. Henmon, director 
of the School of Education with the cooperation of the Romance 
Department and groups of French teachers throughout the coun- 
try. Its purpose is to determine what Latin words are most 
valuable for the interpretation of the most important words in 
the Romance languages. Here also a word count is under way to 
determine the most important French words. On this basis it 
will be a comparatively easy matter to determine the application 
values of the Latin vocabulary to the Romance languages. 

The actual Latin in use today is the object of another content 
study which is being directed by Miss Frances E. Sabin of the 
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Recognizing that in some parts of the country a two-year 
Latin course is an established fact, the Committee has asked Dr. 
B. L. Ullman of the University of Iowa to inquire carefully into 
the sentiment of teachers of Latin, English and education as to 
what should be the content of such a course, in order to make it 
both complete in itself and at the same time an adequate basis 
for the work of later years in high school or college. 

The Committee is convinced from a study of the literature of 
the subject that some conception of the larger historical and 
cultural lessons implicit in the authors at present read should be a 
normal product of the course. Two studies dealing with these 
problems are now in progress. One of these is concerned with the 
larger historical implications in Caesar of which pupils should 
become conscious. Dr. S. B. Davis of the Department of Educa- 
tion of the University of Pittsburgh and Dr. E. T. Sage of the same 
institution are now conducting an inquiry to determine the con- 
sensus of opinion among teachers of Latin as to precisely what 
these larger implications are. They will then attempt to find out 
by the use of tests to what extent they are at present actually 
grasped by pupils, and consider means for improvement in this 
respect. 

Miss Barbara M. Hahn of Springfield High School, Mass., 
with the cooperation of Dr. Alan Abbott of Columbia University, 
is engaged in a study of the literary elements in Virgil, first, to 
determine what literary qualities secondary school pupils may 
reasonably be expected to appreciate or be taught to appreciate; 
and secondly, to determine by means of tests what growth in 
such appreciation actually occurs, and finally, to consider what 
constructive measures should be taken to secure better results. 

The Committee desires to take this opportunity to express 
to each of the more than 1,000 teachers who are now collaborating 
in various content studies its keen appreciation of their personal 
sacrifices and to assure them that full and individual recognition 
of every contribution will be made in the final report. 

There is another important result at which the committee is 
aiming in promoting these cooperative studies. The concep- 
tion of cooperative research is one that has been in the main 
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conspicuous by its absence in American education, although it 
has been long since accepted as a most valuable medium of scien- 
tific study in England and Germany, as the "Thesarurus" project 
indicates. The Committee hopes through such cooperative proj- 
ects as this not only to secure certain results themselves of great 
intrinsic value, but also to leave the conception of cooperative 
research as one of the permanent fruits of the survey. Once able 
to unite on projects of any type, our ability to mobilize our 
resources for advancing our interests in the coming years will be 
vastly increased. 

The next article in this series of "Reports of Progress" will 
describe the controlled experiments which are either in progress or 
in preparation. This phase of the investigation constitutes with- 
out question the most difficult part of the committee's program, 
and it is the most valuable instrument for determining what 
constructive recommendations as to methods and content should 
be made. 



